ST. FRANCIS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
St. Francis Episcopal Church is a diverse community accepting all.
We gather to worship God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship
We go out to serve Christ by serving others.

Safety Expectations for On-site Worship
Face masks now recommended for vaccinated worshipers. The CDC is now recommending
masking in indoor public spaces in most NJ counties, including Middlesex, due to the
highly transmittable COVID BA 5 Omicron variant. The St. Francis RRR Task Force now
HIGHLY RECOMMENDs that all attending on-site worship wear masks. Per Diocesan
direction, fully vaccinated people are those who have received the initial recommended doses
of their vaccine and all recommended booster when eligible. Face masks are required for all
unvaccinated people, for their own safety as well as that of others. We don’t check vaccination
status, but trust that members of St. Francis will follow this guidance on their honor.

Other Announcements
Fall Kick-Off, Sunday September 11th will begin with Mass on the Grass followed by pizza
and ice cream. Worshiping outside adds a level of safety for those concerned about COVID
transmission. Sunday School will begin, and we’ll welcome back Rachel Gasataya as our
musician. COME!

Provide relief and help for communities recover from flooding and fires. Deadly
flooding and fires in southern and western parts of the US are displacing thousands and
creating a financial burden on the most vulnerable. Episcopal Relief & Development is
working with church and local partners to provide help where it’s needed the most. Your
swift response and compassionate gift to the ERD Disaster Fund will provide supplies to
help communities in Kentucky, Virginia, Missouri, California and other places make a full
and sustained recovery. Visit episcopalrelief.org to make a contribution today.
We welcome back Alessandro Simoné as our organist today. Alessandro studied Classical
Piano Performance as the Manhattan School of Music where he developed an interest in
historical performance practice. He periodically contributed to public collaborations with jazz
student composer - instrumentalists. He has also studied organ with Michael Kaminsky.
Following conservatory studies, he joined several public school programs as teaching artist and
accompanist. Exploration of a path in accompanying ensued, through involvement with an
independent opera company based in Brooklyn, NY. His later work included teaching
engagements with Piano School of NYC, and contribution to piano master class seminars at
Mannes College of Music. As a Eurythmy Spring Valley staff pianist he has accompanied
movement classes as well as staging sessions in preparation for faculty performance. In
February 2022, Alessandro became Staff Accompanist with the Continuo Arts Foundation.
Food Collection for the Food Pantry at St. Paul’s, Edison, continues, Please drop off nonperishable food in the container outside the church doors. To contribute financially, send a
check with Food Pantry in memo line & on envelope to:

The Altar Flowers are given today by Grace MacDougall in thanksgiving for Jabari Hall’s
birthday.
Celebrations this week: Baptism Anniversary: Pam Warntz - 8/24, Anna Tirado - 8/26;
Wedding Anniversary: Samuela and Percy Crowther.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST

The Eleventh after Pentecost: August 21st, 2022
PRELUDE

Prelude in C Minor BWV 871

J. S. Bach

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Fr

OPENING HYMN

GO DOWN, MOSES

2

LEVAS 228

Presider
People
Presider
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit;
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GLORIA

Sung to the tune of Joyful, joyful, we adore thee.

Glory be to God in heaven,
And to all God’s people, peace.
Heav’nly King, almighty Father,
May our worship never cease;
May our voices ever thank you,
Songs of blessing ever send,
May we always live to praise you,
For your glory without end.

Jesus, Son of God the Father,
Merciful beyond compare,
All our sin, by you forgiven;
Lamb of God, receive our prayer.
Jesus, you alone are holy,
Jesus, you alone are Lord,
With the Holy Spirit reigning,
And the Father—glorious God! 1

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Silence for the People’s prayers.
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by
your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
Reader

THE FIRST LESSON
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.

Metrical Gloria text by Alexander Crawford,
The Beauty of Holiness, used with permission
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Isaiah 58:9b-14

Reader
People

The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests,
or pursuing your own affairs;
then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
Silence to hear the Word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM (103:1-8)
Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by half verse.

1

Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.

2

Bless the LORD, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.

3

He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;

4

He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

5

He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.

6

The LORD executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.

7

He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.

8

The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
4

Reader

THE SECOND LESSON
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

Reader
People

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness,
and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words
made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not
endure the order that was given, "If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be
stoned to death." Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with
fear.") But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and
to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when
they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we
reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but
now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the
heaven." This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of what is shaken-- that
is, created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we
are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer
to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a
consuming fire.
Silence to hear the Word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE SEQUENCE HYMN

Hebrews 12:18-29

THY KINGDOM COME

5

Hymnal 1982 615

THE GOSPEL
Deacon
People

Luke 13:10-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then
there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years.
She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw
her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment."
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began
praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had
cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which
work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath
day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away
to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom
Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath
day?" When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Jack Zamboni

THE NICENE CREED
ALL

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
People

Holy God, hear our prayer.

6

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Please knee as you are able. A Period of silence is kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Presider
People

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY HYMN

O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES

Hymnal 1982 593

Presider
People

All things come of thee, O Lord;
And of thine own have we given thee.

Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharistic Prayer C BCP page 369
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider
People
Presider

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.

1

People

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
8

Presider

People
Presider

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

Presider

Hymnal 1982 S-125

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

ALL
Presider

People

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.
Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for
strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the
world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
9

Presider

Presider
ALL

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider
People
ALL

Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
A PRAYER FOR SHARED COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion,
you promised to be with us to the end of the age,
and you make us one with each other
in your Body, the Church.
We thank you for giving us yourself
in this Holy Sacrament,
the seal of your love that is stronger than death.
Grant, then, O Lord, that we all may receive you,
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes;
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life
that with all your people in every place,
we may praise and serve you
until we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.
Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.
COMMUNION MUSIC

Fugue in C Major, BWV 846
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J. S. Bach

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Presider
ALL

Please stand as you are able.

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

O BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL

Hymnal 1982 411

THE DISMISSAL

Deacon
People

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Invention 3 in D Major, BWV 774
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J. S. Bach

