ST. FRANCIS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
St. Francis Episcopal Church is a diverse community accepting all.
We gather to worship God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship.
We go out to serve Christ by serving others.
Everyone is Welcome Here!

The First Sunday of Advent: November 27th, 2022

Worship
Worship Safety at St. Francis: Face masks recommended for vaccinated worshipers. (fully vaccinated
people are those who have received the initial doses of their vaccine and all recommended boosters
when eligible. Face masks are required for all unvaccinated people, for their own safety as well as
that of others.
Worship in Advent Season: Advent is a time to look for the coming of Jesus: in the Incarnation, at
the End and in daily life -- a time of simplicity and yearning as we await Christ’s coming. We mark the
progression of the season each week of Advent by lighting candles on the Advent Wreath and hanging
a banner in the chancel. If you are worshiping on-line, please have your home Advent Wreath at hand
to light candle(s) as they are lit in the Church at the beginning of the service.
Christmas Worship As last year, we will have a single Christmas celebration of the Eucharist on-site
and on-line, on Christmas Eve at 4:30 PM, beginning with special Christmas by our choir. December
25th is a Sunday this year, so we will also celebrate the Eucharist at 10 AM on Christmas Day.
Christmas Flower Donations. We will be decorating the Church for Christmas and welcome
donations for Christmas flowers in memory of loved ones and/or in thanksgiving for God’s blessings.
Donations may be made by check to St. Francis. or the Donate button on our website indicating the
purpose of your donation as a Special Offering. Please fill out a form in the Narthex or contact Elaine
Patania (elai15@aol.com or 732-266-8913) with memorial names and/or thanksgivings, .

AdventWord
AdventWord is a global, online Advent calendar. Join an international community in prayer to explore
the mystery and wonder of Advent! A single word from the Sunday Lectionary readings for each day of
the season of Advent is chosen, and a daily meditation and visual image inspired by this word are
posted on AdventWord.org , emailed to participants, and shared on our Instagram, Facebook, and
Twitter accounts. Around the world, prayers ascend in response to the daily meditations. People share
their own reflections and visual art on their social media profiles, tagging #AdventWord to share with
the wider community. Sign up to receive the daily email meditation during Advent, and follow
AdventWord on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
Deacon Gerry has a special love for AdventWord and invites people to join her. For each day’s word,
think about what it means to you and share it with Deacon Gerry (nursegerry@gmail.com ). Your
submission can be written, visual, haikus, poems, paintings or videos. Be creative! Deacon Gerry will
post your submission to the St. Francis Facebook page and has to receive your submission by 8 p.m. on
the day that word is featured. Please tag in your submissions:
#AdventWord
#(AdventWord of that Day -- e.g. #Walk)
#stfrancisdunellen

Advent Outreach
Advent Outreach Offering This year’s recipient of our special Advent offering is Episcopal Community
Services-NJ. ECS-NJ proactively addresses humans needs such as food & shelter & works against both
social & racial injustice by making grants to fund ministries in Diocesan congregations.. St. Francis is a
founding congregation of this new diocesan ministry towards which we have pledged $10,000 towards.
We're are over half way to reaching our goal with your contributions of over $6000. You may use your
regular envelopes for giving by indicating ECS-NJ in the “special” line or by using the Special Outreach
envelopes in your envelope box. You may also make a secure online Special Offering here on our website.
Designate ECS-NJ in the Special Offering form.

Christmas Families We will be collecting gifts this year for two Dunellen families: a family of 4
including 10 year-old twin boys and an 11 year old girl, and a family of four with a12 year-old girl and 7
year-old boy.. Please check the Giving Tree and lists in the Narthex to sign up to get a requested gift.
You may also help by making a monetary donation by check or using the secure Donate button on our
website. Moneys will be used to purchase gift cards for the family’s use. If you would like to purchase a
gift card for donation, Target & Walmart are suggested retail outlets.
Winter coat & jackets may be placed in the box at the bottom of the stairs inside the front door. Items
should be clean, new or slightly used without rips or tears. All donations will be distributed to those in need
in our local community.
Three other collections bins for ongoing donations to the following organizations are in the Narthex:
❖ St. Paul’s ELCA, Edison – non-perishable food donations to help with food insecurity in our
community.
❖ St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center – pet food & supplies to assist pet parents who may be
struggling financially.
❖ Fresh Start at Summit Health – collection of menstrual products for low income women and
diapers & baby hygiene products to families in need. Monetary donations may be made at shcares.org . Designate "Fresh Start" in the comments section.

Other Announcements
Thanks to all who have returned Commitment Cards in of our More Than Enough Stewardship Campaign.
If you haven’t yet done so, you can complete a card securely on-line here. There are also cards and
envelopes available in the Narthex. Completed cards may be put in the offering plate. Thank you for your
generosity and commitment to the ministry of St. Francis.
Women’s Christmas Party Returns on Tuesday, December 6th, at 6:30 PM in Milbank Hall.
To participate in our gift exchange (theft) game please bring a gift of a minimum value of $25.00
(per person). Contest: Ugly Sweater! (Get creative). BYOB: Share and Share alike. Contact Cynthia
Pelliccia pelliccia71@gmail.com for more information.

Blood Drive! We’re hosting a Blood Drive on Tuesday, December 13th from 2:00-7:00 PM. Because
of some past issues with the Red Cross, we’re working this drive with the RWJ/Barnabas Health
System. All donated blood will be used locally. However, RWJ/Barnabas doesn’t have as big a publicity
network as the Red Cross. We need your help to make this drive a success in serving our
community. Sign up to donate here or by calling 908-685-2926, and spread the word to family, friends,
co-workers, and neighbors. Take a flyers in the Narthex ans post around town!
Celebrations this week:
Birthdays: Tom Patania - 11/27, Frank Hubbard – 11/30; Beth Chernichowski – 12/01
Confirmation Anniversaries: Susan Angelicola – 11/27; Tracie Tole – 11/29; Richard Trotman, Jr. – 12/03
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THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
PRELUDE

Meditation

THE INTROIT

Marty Parks

THE ADVENT PROSE –RORATE COELI
The Antiphon is sung first by the Cantor, then repeated by all.
It is repeated again after each verse the cantor sings.

The Advent Prose
begins our observance of
the season with its plea
for God’s coming
drawing on texts from
the prophet Isaiah.
The Advent Wreath is
a visual symbol
marking the progress of
the season of Advent
that began as a domestic
devotion and
opportunity for family
prayer. More recently,
it has been incorporated
into the public worship
of the Church.

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Presider

People

Our King and Savior now draws near.
Come, let us adore him.

THE SHORT LESSON
Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Human One is coming at
an unexpected hour.
THE PRAYER FOR LIGHT
Let us pray.
Grant us, O merciful Lord, the lamp of love which never fails, that it may burn in us,
and shed its light on those around us, and, that, by its brightness, we may have a
vision of that holy City, where dwells the one who will shine in glory at the final
coming: Christ Jesus, our Lord and God. Amen.
Candles on the Advent Wreath in Church (and in homes) are now lit, during which all sing:
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orderest all things, mightily
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
The Collect of the Day
collects the prayers
offered by the people in
the silence following
the Presider's
invitation to prayer.

People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Silence for the People's prayers

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
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THE WORD OF GOD
The public reading of
scripture is a part of our
inheritance from our
Jewish ancestors in faith.
and the practice by the
early church is attested to
in the New Testament.
The Liturgy of the Word
includes a reading from
the Hebrew Scriptures,
a Psalm, an Epistle
(Letter), a Gospel lesson
and sermon. The
congregation responds to
the Word proclaimed
with the Nicene Creed,
Prayers of the People,
the Confession, the
Absolution, and the
Peace.

THE FIRST LESSON
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the LORD's house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
Silence to hear the Word of God.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM (25:1-9)
Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by half verse.
1
2
3
4

5

I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
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Isaiah 2:1-5

6
7
8
9

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
I will seek to do you good.”

THE SECOND LESSON
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans

Romans 13: 11-14

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader

People

Silence to hear the Word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SEQUENCE HYMN

THY KINGDOM COME
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Hymnal 1982 615

All stand, as able, for
the reading of the
Gospel, which is
preceded and followed
by acclamations directed
to Christ. The Gospel
holds a place of honor
as the final reading. In
the Gospel procession,
the Word comes to and
is proclaimed among the
people.

THE GOSPEL
Matthew 24:36-44
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, "But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and
one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Jack Zamboni

THE NICENE CREED
The Nicene Creed is
the Church's
affirmation of faith,
dating from the
Council of Nicaea in
325 AD, expanded
at the Council of
Constantinople in
381. It proclaims the
belief of the universal
Church in the Triune
God and the
Incarnation and work
of Christ in the
redemption of the
world. It gives us the
lens through which we
interpret the story of
God’s actions in
Scripture.

We offer our common
petitions, intercessions,
and thanksgivings to
God.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Response: Come, O Lord, and save us

.
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We confess the ways
we have failed to live
the love of God and
neighbor to which
Jesus calls, trusting in
the promise of God's
forgiveness, offered in
the Absolution.

Reconciled with God
and one another, we
share in the Peace of
Christ.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Please kneel as you are able. A period of silence for reflection is kept
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION
THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY HYMN

REJOICE, REJOICE BELIEVERS

The Holy Eucharist
recalls the Last Supper:
“in the night in which he
was betrayed,” Jesus took
bread, gave thanks,
broke it and gave it to
his disciples. The
Eucharist is not only an
act of remembrance, but
the sacramental gift by
which Christ is truly
present to us now, as well
as foretaste of the
banquet of God's Reign.
During the Offertory
Hymn, the people's gifts
of bread, wine, and
money are placed on the
Altar as the offering of
ourselves, our souls and
bodies, to God.

Presider

People

All things come of thee, O Lord;
And of thine own have we given thee.
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Hymnal 1982 68

The Great Thanksgiving
(Eucharistic Prayer)
grew from Jewish meal
prayers like the one Jesus
likely used at the Last
Supper. "Eucharist" in
Greek means "Thanksgiving." We give thanks
for God's work in
creation, and in the life,
death and resurrection of
Christ. All affirm this
prayer in the Great
AMEN at the end.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because you sent your beloved Son to
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when
he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our
voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Hymnal 1982 S-124

Sanctus

In the Sanctus we join
with saints and angels
and all of creation in a
song of praise and
thanksgiving to God.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in your creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be Savior
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out
of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation this bread and this wine. We pray you,
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with Francis, Clare and all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer forms
the climax of our
participation in Christ’s
self-offering. Our
corporate recitation binds
us together at a focal
point in the celebration
and expresses our unity
with one another in
Christ.

The bread is broken in
order to for the Body of
Christ be shared. In the
breaking of the bread we
see a reminder of the
Lord’s body broken for
us, and a sign of our own
need to be broken open to
receive the life of Christ
and to share that life
with others.
The Prayer for Shared
Communion draws on
the practice of spiritual
communion for those
physically unable to
receive the Sacrament.
We ask that together
we may all share in
God's love in Christ.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Presider
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
A PRAYER FOR SHARED COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion,
you promised to be with us to the end of the age,
and you make us one with each other
in your Body, the Church.
We thank you for giving us yourself
in this Holy Sacrament,
the seal of your love that is stronger than death.
Grant, then, O Lord, that we all may receive you,
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes;
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life
that with all your people in every place,
we may praise and serve you
until we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.
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The words of invitation
to Communion come
from St. Augustine, the
great 5th century
theologian and Bishop of
Hippo in North Africa.

Presider
People

Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.

THE COMMUNION ANTHEM

Open My Eyes

Jesse Manibusan

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
May Almighty God, by whose grace our Savior came among us in great humility,
sanctify you with light and blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May the One whose second Coming in power and great glory we await,
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer,
at the second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

THE RECESSIONAL HYMN IS ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

LO, HE COMES

Hymnal 1982 57

THE PROPHETIC ANTHEM AND DISMISSAL
The Prophetic Anthem,
used in the liturgy of
Orthodox Churches, draws
from the intertestamental
Book of Baruch. It recalls
the promise and hope of
Advent as the Deacon
Presider
sends us forth to livePeople
as
children of the Kingdom in
God's world.

Arise, Jerusalem, and stand on high, and look about towards the East;
and behold your children gathered together, from the rising to the setting sun,
at the Word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them.
For they went out from you on foot, led by their enemies;
but the Lord will bring them to you, exalted with honor, as children of the Kingdom.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be God.

POSTLUDE

Day by Day
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Oscar Ahnfelt
arr. Marty Parks

