A Brief History of
St. Francis' Dunellen

Happy Anniversary

m 40 Years....on November 9 1980 Merger

St Andrews Church Plainfield with
Holy Innocents Church Dunellen

m 30 Years... March 4 1990
Dedication and Consecration of St Francis

Christ is made the sure foundation
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Holy Innocents Church
400 New Market Road

1872 - 1989
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Joe Sogan and the beginnings of St Francis Church
Fall 1989 - Present
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After months of waiting, ¢

Over 300 attend dedication of new st. Francis G

congregation ‘ecstatic’ over roomier s

By CRAIG MRACEK tion gathered Sunday afternoon to church and revel in the size and o}

DUNELLEN — After nine months  celebrate the consecration and dedi- he str i
of waiting, watching and worship- - cation of their new building. H. Chattin, vicar of the c_h;irch.‘ :Z:cr
ping elsewhere, members of the St. .~ More than 300 peopleturned out to._ proudly that the it bulding s <
Francis Episcopal Church congrega- celebrate the completion of the new. structed _ol 30,000 bricks and spor
3 F b o 42-foot high steeple, The ‘parking, 19
= 2 s i$ made up of 300 tons of stone.
According: to Rev. Chattin,
il merriment of the service was on
proper since the parish sufferc

i
" dule,” he explained.' *‘There are 3

ways delays in construction but theie

 seemed to be moré delays than is

fort of the structure, The Rev. Marli:g

ot now which s a big plus for our vo-
T

ec building yas in terrible
fmnun;:‘ei m:dm roof
uckl e only

jeat s /

tural. It was a matter of getting the (o S

‘going. Once the workers started, U

| did rather well. Some of the peof

got pulled off to go to other plac
and that did slow things down.

- “There is still some finishing wo

to be done and some inspections to be

completed,” he added.

St. Francis is a combination of t
older_congregations: St. Andre|
Church of Plainfield and Holy Inj
cents Church of Dunellen, both fo
ded over 100 years ago. In 1980, t}
merged to form St. Francis but
new congregation quickly outgs
the church building at 400 New M
ket Road.

“This old church was demolished{in

July of 1989 to make way for the ©
one. During the construction of
new  facility, members of the
Francis parish attended masses
at the First Baptist Church of |

ing of sorts fo
ey i the most o el clobes
o

i thanks were accorded to

ist
- whole reconstruction process. Tho-
rbn“da_s Patania, who chaired the church

committee and oversaw the
Construction project, was si-

 Much to Rev. is
| over 300 people attended the service

Sunday afternoon. Approximately

 Marict The masses, performed by 250 people were expected so the lar-
t. W

‘rancis personnel, were held,
turday nights and early Sun

mornings.
“We are returning to our sof
what usual schedule this weekel
Rev. Chattin announced. *'N
can resume our two Sunday s

The new structure is bigger fa

the congregation seem

heasedwintohenoted.
ok ““The main entrance to the nacfhex
eonhotoabyitowrberg 1S ToOmY and spacious,” he. [4gq.  s0. Several people who have been

*‘The two offices, one for a sec

one at 8 am. and the other =t 100
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ger turnout overwhelmed those or-
ganizing the affair.

“The mood of the day was com-
plete joy and festivity,” he said.
“Many people told me afterwards

we they found our Vesting the Altar

ceremony very moving. It brought a
tear to their eye. I was particularly
oved when the trumpets and or-
ans started as we began our first

nd
‘more modern than the old churchland  hymn. That got m

““The congregation is ecstatic i
the new church,” he continued. “At
least, anyone who isn't has not said

parishioners for a long while and

Over 300 members of the St. Francis Episcopal Church €0+ and one f 2 secr gy, parts

ngregation gather in the new church building Sunday for a de- ot "?:ev"?;tnt‘g:;"dviﬁi t;ﬁn{cc the'size  didn't know what to expect because

dication and consecration service. T e e l'he’y
: 3 is

they were attached to the old church
we said they find our new church

and inviting.
after all, a church is made of
le and not the bricks,” he

Gregation has n
‘“"quw‘ building; : ,
tructure, saysvicar

The steeple of the new building for St. Francis Episcopal
Chuch rioes 42 fost dbove New Market Road in Dunelion. The
new building, completion of which was delayed for months,
was dedicated and consecrated in a Sunday service attended.

The Rev. Mark Chattin

1979-1998




The Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz
Interim Priest 1998-2000

d news
bad news

good thing about bad

ws is that you get used to
ifter a while.

s a certain comfort in
that bad news is either on
r right there at the

able with you or walking
ack door. The inevitability
tune means that you don’t
pend a lot of time imagin-
e possible horrible things
happen to you.

[ was a kid, for instance, I
it the tornadoes to come
sh our mobile home. I

| that the swamp behind




The Rev. Elizabeth Wigg-Maxwell
2000-2002




The Rev, Canon Karin R. Mitchell
2003-2005

The Rev. Louane Frey - Deacon




The Rev. John C. Powell
2006-2008




rar Friends, Thank you for the 100 red roses you sent for my birthday. ¥
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Fun and Fellowship




Rev. Jack Zamboni
2008 - Present




Baptisms and Weddings presided by
Rev. Jack Zamboni
and
Rev. Frank Hubbard




Youth, our future generation



Fellowship




ECW

Episcopal Church Women




Sharon Benjamin







|V|erry Uhristmas

What happens at the
Women’s Christmas party

STAYS at the Women’s
Christmas party....




Mass on the Grass




The Right Rev.
William H. “Chip”
Stokes




Stewardship




. Francis Chierch

St

Dunellen




