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A Letter from Father Jack Zamboni, Rector

The Future of…
In late August, I participated in a webinar from the Center for Action and Contemplation called The
Future of Christianity. Brian McLaren, the lead presenter, began by quoting these words from Letters and Papers From Prison by Dieterich Bonhoeffer:
Our church has been fighting during these years only for its self-preservation, as if that were
an end in itself. It has become incapable of bringing the word of reconciliation and redemption to humankind and to the world...
Bonhoeffer’s context was the German Church Struggle of the 1930’s and 40’s. The so-called German Christian Church had succumbed to what presenter Jim Finley called “the seduction of empire,” allying itself with Hitler and the Nazis. The smaller Confessing Church, of which Bonhoeffer
was a leader, had resisted that seduction. However, as Bonhoeffer wrote from his prison cell about
his own community, the Confessing Church had been fighting during these years only for its selfpreservation, as if that were an end in itself. That focus on institutional survival, he said, had left it
incapable of bringing the word of reconciliation and redemption to humankind and to the world.
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Brian began with those words because he sees a similar risk for the Church of our time. As I’ve
said often in recent years, ours is a time when the Church no longer has the assured cultural place
it once did. Participation in religious communities of all sorts is rapidly declining, especially
among younger Americans, a trend the COVID pandemic seems to have accelerated. The Church
lives now much closer to the margin of societal importance than it has for over 1600 years
There are many reasons for that, not least that in contemporary America, the public face of much
Christianity is rigid, intolerant, abusive, self-righteous, angry, nationalistic, judgmental, and
sometimes violent. If that’s all I knew of Christianity, I would want no part of it.
But more inclusive traditions like our own, are also heirs of the seduction of empire that has
haunted the Church since the Roman Emperor Constantine made us the official state religion in
the 4th century. Too often, we have relied on alliances of convenience with the powers and authorities of the world around us to help the Church thrive. Now that the wider culture is either
uninterested in the Christian project, or sees “Christianity” as an active danger to the well-being
of society, those alliances and supports have been removed and the Church finds itself in decline.
At such times, the risk of fighting only for self-preservation, as if that were an end in itself, is
great. That’s what institutions in decline usually do, but it seldom works. Moreover, as Bonhoeffer said, when the Church falls into that trap, it betrays the very purpose of its existence. When
all its energies are focused on propping itself up, it becomes incapable of bringing the word of
reconciliation and redemption to humankind and to the world.
Living faithfully in such times is a challenge for the whole Church at present. But there is a particular resonance for the future of St. Francis, as well. The wider trends of decline have not yet
impacted us that severely – but we’re hardly immune to them. And in that context, in the upcoming transition following my retirement a focus on self-preservation as an end in itself may become seductive.
What, then, is a more faithful way to live in these times so that we can, as we are called to do,
bring the word of reconciliation and redemption to humankind and to the world? Here are a
few ideas from the webinar presenters worth pondering – and living.
First, be open to change. The future of Christianity and the future of the Church (which
are not the same thing!) are sure to be different from what we have known. Brian McLaren noted that the Church has constantly changed throughout history – but, foolishly, we
pretend that it has always stayed the same! The reality of life is otherwise, as author Octavia Butler wisely wrote: “All that you touch you change. All that you change changes you.
The only lasting truth is change. God is change.”
Second, be an agent of positive change. Brian told of a radio interview with a former Islamist extremist, who was asked whether Islam was a religion of peace. He replied that at
times it has been a religion of peace and at times a religion of violence (the same is true,
of course, of Christianity). He then said, “What it will be in the future will depend on its
adherents.” What Christianity (and St. Francis) will be in the future will, to a significant
degree, depend on its adherents and the kinds of change they embrace.
But – and this is a HUGE but – it doesn’t depend just on us. We aren’t in this Christian
venture on our own, but rather with a God who is bigger than our imagination, as Richard
Rohr said.
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Richard also recalled how in the 1960’s, the Second Vatican Council of the Roman Catholic
Church told religious orders to return to the spirit of their founders. Franciscans discovered
that in the centuries since Francis’ death, the Order he’d founded had wandered far from his
practice and his spirit. It had, in its way, been seduced by empire and fought for selfpreservation.. The recovery of Francis’ “alternative orthodoxy” marked a major, positive
change for Franciscans in the 20th and 21st centuries.
So, too, all of us who call ourselves Christian need to return to our founder, to Jesus, and to the
love that he embodied and taught. When asked what spiritual practice she recommends for
this time in Christian history, Dr. Barbara Holmes said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Take
this core teaching of Jesus not so much as a commandment, but as your practice of daily life.
And be sure that the circle of neighbor whom you love is drawn as wide as Jesus drew it – excluding no one, not even those we call “enemy.” When we love that way, we also start to embody the justice that this broken world so much needs.
Jim Finley spoke of returning again and again in prayer to Jesus’ abiding love for us, even in
the midst of our failures and brokenness. Much of the time, we won’t get this right. We will be
seduced by empire yet again. We’ll fall into the trap of fighting for self-preservation, as if that
were an end in itself. We won’t love our neighbors very well – or maybe, at all. And Jesus will
still love us with a tender-hearted love that loves us through and through and through in the
midst of our brokenness.

I’ll give the last word to Bonhoeffer, in which I hear wisdom for both St. Francis and the whole
Church. The quote that Brian McLaren began with continues with these words:
[We] can be Christians today in only two ways, through prayer and in doing justice among human beings. All Christian thinking, talking and organizing must be born anew, out of that prayer
and action. . .. [The church] is still being melted and remolded, and every attempt to help it develop prematurely into a powerful organization again will only delay its conversion and purification. It is not for us to predict the day - but the day will come - when people will once more be
called to speak the word of God in such a way that the world is changed and renewed... Until
then the Christian cause will be a quiet and hidden one, but there will be people who pray and do
justice and wait for God’s own time. May you be one of them, and may it be said of you one day:
“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until
day.” (Prov. 4:18) iii
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St. Francis'
Welcome Back Sunday
Summer is fading...Fall is beginning...
Let's all get together - onsite
for friends, faith, & food!
Outdoor Worship- Service
September 11th
@ 10:00 am
• Sunday School resumes
• Our new Music Director will play for us
• Pizza & Ice Cream after the service

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Welcome Back, Rachel!
On Sunday, September 11th, we’ll welcome Rachel Gasataya back to St. Francis as our
Music Director for the next year (maybe longer). Many of you will remember Rachel who
served as our Interim Music Director from November, 2018 through April, 2019 when Albert Bellefeuille came on board.
Rachel is the owner and director of Sixteenth
Notes Music studio in Belleville, which she founded in 2014, and where she offers lessons in voice,
piano, guitar, music theory, and more. Following on
her undergraduate work in sound engineering and

piano, she completed her Masters degree in Jazz
Performance at New Jersey City University in
June of this year. She works as an accompanist to
singers in New Jersey and New York City, where
she is also part of a jazz band. She has served as
Music Director in several congregations in New
Jersey over the years.
Rachel lives with her wife, Cristina and their daughter, Evan Rose, in Belleville. We’re
very glad to have her back with us at St. Francis!
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OUTREACH
Outreach Coordinator: Pam Maiolo

Beginning in September, there will now be three (3) collections bins for your
ongoing donations to the following organizations:
❖ St. Paul’s ELCA, Edison – non-perishable food donations to help with
food insecurity in our community.
❖ St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center – pet food & supplies to assist pet
parents who may be struggling financially.
❖ Fresh Start at Summit Health-collection of menstrual products for lowincome women and diapers & baby hygiene products to families in
need.
Another ongoing collection is for the Lions Club Recycle for Sight program.
Any & all glasses maybe placed in the bucket on the narthex table
Episcopal Community Services-NJ focuses on proactively addressing needs
such as food & shelter & works against both social & racial injustice. St.
Francis is a founding church of this diocesan mission. We have pledged
$10,000 to aid the continuing needed work in our diocese. We are more than
½ way to reaching our goal with your contributions of $6000. You may use
your regular envelopes for giving by indicating ECS-NJ in the “special” line
or by using the Special Outreach envelopes in your envelope box.

Do not neglect doing good & sharing, for with such sacrifices God is
pleased. Hebrews 13:16
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STEWARDSHIP
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The St. Francis Players are getting "dramatic" again! Last fall, we had a chancel drama (a brief play based on the Bible done in the church sanctuary as the sermon for the
day) called "Bartimaeus and Jesus," which was the debut of "The St. Francis Players,"
who are now back by popular demand. Fr. Frank will write another brief play, this one
based on Luke 19:1-10 called "Zacchaeus and Jesus" which will be the sermon at the
10 am service on Sunday, October 30. Rehearsals will be after the 10 am service on
October 9 and 23. Anyone of any age or level of experience who would like to participate is welcome. Participants will be able to have scripts in their hands, so no memorization is required. Please email Fr. Frank at therevfah50@hotmail.com or text him at
848-248-1267.

The St. Francis Library is now open! There is a wide variety of books for adults and
children available to borrow in the library, located in the narthex by the entrance to the
worship space. You can sign out books in the notebook provided; please bring them
back in a month. Many thanks to all who helped make this possible, especially Princess Thomas, Fr. Jack, Deacon Marge and Fr. Frank.
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CAN YOU HELP OUT?
St. Francis is taking part in the Dunellen Street Fair on Sunday, September 25th along
North Ave, starting at 10am-5pm. The event is sponsored by the Dunellen Defender
Fire Co., No. 1. Their firehouse was lost due to a fire and they are looking for our support. Please sign up to staff our booth online or in the Narthex. For info: Contact Rillette Hammond at liberianaka@gmail.com or Heather Nunes
at hnunes505@gmail.com
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VESTRY VIEW
Elaine Patania
As a member of the Vestry for several years and serving many terms, I realize that we are once again
at a crucial time in our lives at St. Francis. I began my journey at (Holy Innocents) St. Francis when I
was a pre-teen and came to church with my family. My mom and dad were both very active in the life
of the parish. My dad was on the Vestry and my mom was the church secretary. Since my dad
worked shift work and we had one car, some Sundays you would see my mom, my two brothers and I

walking down William Street to get to church. It was also way before computers and everything was
done by hand or typed on a typewriter. It was a time of great growth and the merger of Holy Innocents
with St. Andrews.
In the church office you can find documents and budgets hand written by the parishioners from both
churches. We all came together and were able to build this beautiful building we now call our St. Francis Church. I have shared the happiest times of my life and the saddest times of my life here at St.
Francis. Tom and I were married here, my two daughters were married here and all my grandchildren
were baptized at St. Francis. My mom and dad are interred in the Memorial Garden and you’ll notice
the plaque for the Stations of the Cross dedicated to them on the side wall.
Throughout the years we have had some outstanding events, had fun, prayed hard and have built lasting dedication to the church and the workings of God’s plan for each of us. We have seen parishioners, priests and programs leave and end. But we still remain dedicated and committed in our belief that
God is working with us. We have now hit another bend in the road. As we are still working with COVID
restrictions, lower attendance and participation, and with Fr. Jack retiring we are entering a time of
transition.
The Vestry is very proud that we are able to offer on-line services and meetings. We are still enjoying
congregational worship and fellowship. We continue with our outstanding outreach opportunities, Sun-

day school, the music program, the stewardship program, grounds and housekeeping and the business
of the church running smoothly. We are all very busy with our lives and this upside-down world we are
presently living in.
However, at this time we are in need of persons to step up and give a little extra of their time and talent
as we move forward through this transition period as we search for a new priest and the start our postCOVID fall activities. The Vestry is working to make this a successful transition time for us all. We
need your help! Please ask the church wardens or a vestry member how you can help and please take
time to consider some opportunities when asked to help.

If we all work together, we can make this

happen for St. Francis’ Church as we spread the Gospel in Jesus’ name.
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Possible fall events activities to become involved in:
•

Welcome Back Sunday/Open House: September 11th (chair TBD) Pizza & Ice Cream (Cynthia)

•

Dunellen Street Fair: September 25th (Leaders- Rillette & Heather) Organize set-up, take down, give
aways and coverage

•

Blessing of the Animals: October 2nd 12 noon (chair-TBD) Organize set-up, take down, certificates,
lawn sign and animal treats

•

Jazz Concert: October 2nd -3:00pm (chair-Pam)

•

St. Francis Block Party and Open House: date: TBD (chair-TBD) Organize set up, take down, activities, coverage. Speak to Larry Q or Fr. Frank for further information. Possible Pumpkin Day

(Elaine)
Thank you to all who continue to step up to make our St. Francis community one filled with dedication
and love for St. Francis Church and for each other as we do the work necessary to keep our beloved
place of worship a place where all are welcome and nurtured in the love of Christ.

Join us for the Start of Sunday School - September 11

Come to the first day of Sunday School on Sunday, September 11th. We are looking forward to seeing everyone.
Sunday School will start at 10AM. We will join everyone in the church service at the giving of the
peace, so we can take part in the Holy Communion part of the service with everyone.
This school year we will study the Gospel reading for that Sunday, pray, and sing some songs. We
will also learn just why we do certain things during the church service itself. On occasion, we will do
a craft.
For the safety of the teachers and children, we require that all children and teachers wear masks.
We look forward to another great year of learning and fellowship.
Sunday School Teachers,
Kathy Balenson & Nathalie Edwards
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SEPTEMBER HEALTHY BITS
Chris Colwell
It’s hard to believe September is upon us already. Hopefully you and your families
were able to enjoy some joyful summer activities, even while the weather was so unusually hot and humid. Here are some healthy suggestions to help turn our thoughts towards the crispness of Autumn. These suggestions come from Specialty Hospital of
Central Jersey (https://specialtyhospitalcj.com/fall-health-and-wellness-tips-for-newjersey-residents/
Most of us living in New Jersey have childhood memories of walking outside and hearing the crunch of the dry fall leaves under our feet, while earthy smells of burning fireplaces filled the crisp dry air. Fall came with so many exciting moments: hayrides, apple picking and the thrill of Halloween. Autumn represented carefree fun when we were
younger.
As we get older, autumn turns to a season of concern for health hazards such as the
start of flu season and potential injuries from raking leaves. We face the continual descent into shorter days eventually leading to the start of winter. This season is viewed
as the approach of the end of just another year. Instead of looking at fall as a time to
slow down, view it as opportunity to be young once again.
Here are some health and wellness tips for Fall:
Stay Active
It is human nature to hunker down when weather becomes colder. We tend to nest, put
on extra weight and become sedentary. The thought of bundling up for a walk sends a
chill down our collective spines but the cooler temperatures of fall are perfect for walking and staying active. Check with your doctor before heading out for a long walk.
Make sure your heart and lungs are prepared for the adventure.
Consult with your doctor about your heart health before doing yard work. Raking
leaves may seem easy, but it is considered a moderate physical activity. Treat it like
any other workout. Warm up, use proper body mechanics and take frequent breaks.
Pay attention to your body and monitor your heart rate. Be aware of any unusual pains
you may experience.
Flu Season
Flu season typically starts in October and lasts until May, with its peak in December
and February. Consider getting a flu shot even though immunizations are currently surrounded by much debate. Check with your doctor about your ability to tolerate the flu
shot. Flu shots are recommended for most people but especially for older people and
people with pre-existing chronic conditions.

12

Healthy Eating

Those fun sized candy bars can be deadly. Scarfing down ten of those minis over the
course of a few hours packs on up to one thousand mindless and unneeded calories.
Set consumption goals because going “cold turkey” with total deprivation often leads to
derailment. Awareness is the first step to control.
Take advantage of all of the fresh fall fruits and vegetables. Eat fresh fruits and vegetables to help to maintain a healthy body weight. Avoid using excessive amounts of sugar
when making pumpkin and apple pies to cut calories. You will be able to taste the real
flavor of the fruit and not just the sugar.
Safety
We tend to let our guard down when the days are longer and the temps are warmer. Be
aware of your surroundings as the days grow shorter and darkness falls faster. Also be
aware of slippery road conditions when driving. Streets become very slick when they are
covered in wet decaying leaves. A little more caution while driving during this time of year
may prevent accidents and injuries.
Autumn is a magical time of year. The fall colors cast a golden hue on the last rays of the
late-day setting sun. It is lovely to return to a warm home after a long day but do not allow yourself to slow down. Fall should be a time to be healthy, active and vibrant!
I hope these suggestions help you stay safe during the fall season. Please remember
another great reason to stay healthy – those in good health make GREAT Blood Donors! We are working to coordinate a blood drive possibly in October. More details to
follow – our family at St. Francis has always been so generous in their blood donations.
I have faith we’ll continue to save our community with the precious Gift of Life.
May you and your families continue to enjoy the blessings of good health.
–Chris Colwell

The Diocesan Latino Festival will be celebrated Saturday, September 17th at 9:30
AM at Holy Trinity Church, 90 Leonardine
Ave. in nearby South River. Bishops
Stokes will preside at the Eucharist followed by food and dancing. Deacon Gerry
will be participating in the service.
More information is here.
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SUMMER HAPPENINGS
Piscataway Street Fair
Kid’s Mass
Vin’s Jazz Concert—Steve Minzer Quartet
Parking Lot Maintenance
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2022 SUMMER PICNIC
(Yes—it rained so it was held indoors)
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CELEBRATIONS

16

POEMS TO PONDER
Michelle Klastava
September brings about the beginning of change. Leaves start to shift from a hearty green
to a vibrant red, yellow, and orange hue. Sunflowers bloom and reach for a sun that is
slowly pulling away from them. Days grow shorter and sweater weather begins to
emerge. These changes occur annually and are perceptible on a grand scale. The earth is
reminding us that change is a natural thing.
Even the smallest changes in our lives can be frightening. Many times, change is
connected to the loss of the familiar, a place of comfort, and a venture into the unknown.
Sometimes it only requires a willingness to shift our perspective or an ability to take
charge of change to find a positive outcome. Sometimes we surprise ourselves with the
strength we find within.
In the poem “Song for Autumn” by Mary Oliver, the speaker reminds us of the natural
progression of change. As the speaker ruminates on the thoughts of the flora and fauna
in autumn, she highlights the comfort they find in the prospects of transformation. Leaves
that find comfort in touching the earth. Trees that long to feel the companionship of birds
as they nestle in for the winter.
As you read, surrounded by the changes all around you, consider some of the changes in
your own life, whether by choice or not, and how you can find a path not to fall, but to
leap into that transformation.
“Song for Autumn”
- Mary Oliver
In the deep fall
don’t you imagine the leaves think how
comfortable it will be to touch
the earth instead of the
nothingness of air and the endless
freshets of wind? And don’t you think
the trees themselves, especially those with mossy,
warm caves, begin to think
of the birds that will come – six, a dozen – to sleep
inside their bodies? And don’t you hear
the goldenrod whispering goodbye,
the everlasting being crowned with the first
tuffets of snow? The pond
vanishes, and the white field over which
the fox runs so quickly brings out
its blue shadows. And the wind pumps its
bellows. And at evening especially,
the piled firewood shifts a little,
longing to be on its way.
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SEPTEMBER MONTHLY CALENDAR &
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

September 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

8

9

10

14

15

16

4PM Contemplative
Prayer Group

6 PM Intercessory
Prayer Group

17
9:30AM Diocesan
Latino Festival
Holy Trinity Church
90 Leonardine Ave.
South River NJ,
08882

21

22

23

24

29

30

6 PM Intercessory
Prayer Group
4 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
8AM Holy Eucharist
(On-Site ONLY)

5

10AM Holy Eucharist
(On-Site & On-Line)

7PM Contemplative
Prayer (W/St. David’s)

11 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

12

6

7

4PM Contemplative
Prayer Group

13

10AM Holy Eucharist
(On-Site & On-Line)

MASS ON THE GRASS
18 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
10AM Holy Eucharist
(On-Site & On-Line)

25 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
10AM Holy Eucharist
(On-Site & On-Line)

19

20

4PM Contemplative
Prayer Group

7PM Contemplative
Prayer (W/St. David’s)
26

7PM Vestry Meeting
27

28

4PM Contemplative
Prayer Group

Dunellen Street Fair
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SAVE THE DATE!

JOIN US FOR AN AFTERNOON OF LIVE JAZZ
ST. FRANCIS CHURCH PRESENTS

THE STEVE MINZER QUARTET
SUNDAY OCTOBER 2, 2022
3:00 pm
WWW.STFRANCISDUNELLEN.ORG
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
400 New Market Road
Dunellen, NJ 08812

ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
www.stfrancisdunellen.org (732) 968-6781

SEPTEMBER 2022
Clergy

Vestry (continued)
Gerrianne Breck—Vestry Clerk, RRR, MailChimp
Larry Quirk—Finance, RRR
Grace McDougall– COME, Vestry Liaison,
Fellowship
Michelle Klastava-Fundraising, COME

The Rev. Jack Zamboni, Rector
The Rev. Gerry Walsh, Deacon
The Rev. Canon Frank Hubbard,
Priest Associate
Vestry
Pam Maiolo—Sr. Warden, Finance, Buildings &
Grounds, Rectory Liaison, RRR
Amy Myzie—Jr. Warden, Finance, Financial Secretary, RRR
Kathy Balenson—Sunday School, COME, ECW
Christy McGuire-Stewardship, Communications
(Media Releases), Website/Facebook
Hilary Cox-Finance, Outreach, ECW
Marie Petit-Holmes—Stewardship
Elaine Patania—Stewardship, Finance

Non-Vestry
Ilia Scriven—Treasurer, Finance
Cynthia Pelliccia—Fellowship, RRR
Tom Patania, Yuennadi Moya—Buildings &
Grounds
Sam Mathew-Website, Facebook
Laura Breck—Communique, Liturgical Scheduling
Nathalie Edwards—Sunday School
Ava Parmelee—RRR
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