ST. FRANCIS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
St. Francis Episcopal Church is a diverse community accepting all.
We gather to worship God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship.
We go out to serve Christ by serving others.
Everyone is Welcome Here!

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany January 23rd, 2022

Other Announcements
Worship Safety at St. Francis: All attending worship must wear masks. No physical distancing
requirement is in place, but all are asked to respect the distancing requests of other worshipers.
8:00 Eucharist will be offered on a trial basis on the first Sunday of each month, continuing next on
February 6th. This will be on-site only (no livestream) and will be a service without music.
Annual Parish Meeting TODAY immediately following the 10 AM Eucharist. The meeting will be
conducted on-site and on-line in a hybrid mode similar to our worship. In addition to conducting our
regular business and hearing reports, there will be a time for small group conversation on-site and online. Please stay wherever you are for worship and join in the meeting!
Epiphany Adult Formation Deacon Gerry is leading a 4-week Bible Study continuing this
Wednesday, January 26th at 7:00 PM on Zoom. She will be using A Women’s Lectionary For the Whole
Church by Episcopal priest and biblical scholar, Wilda Gafney. The Rev. Dr. Gafney created this
Lectionary by asking questions such as: What does it look like to tell the Good News through the stories of
women who are often on the margins of scripture and often set up to represent bad news? How would a lectionary
centering women’s stories… frame the presentation of the scriptures for proclamation and teaching? What would it look
like if women built a lectionary focusing on women’s stories?
Black History Month Event. Save the date! On Sunday, February 13th, we will observe Black
History Month with a special event following the 10 AM Service. Our Guest Speaker will be Dr. Chris
Pernell. In her public health practice, Dr, Chris, as she is known, focuses on health justice,
community-based advocacy, health promotion, and disease prevention. NJBiz named her a Public
Health Hero in 2020 and she received the Ron Davis Special Recognition Award from the American
College of Preventive Medicine (ACPM). Known for her spearheading work in the greater Newark
area, she serves on the Essex County Civilian Task Force as a medical expert. Prison reform, care for
justice-involved populations, evidence-based wellness programs, civic health, and high-quality
education are areas of impassioned focus. She is a frequent contributor across television, radio, and
print media, including an appearance on CBS This Morning. We look forward to welcoming her to St.
Francis!
Sunday School Help Our dedicated Sunday School Team, Kathy Balenson and Nathalie Edwards,
are currently both unable to be present at St. Francis on Sunday mornings due to health issues. We're
seeking volunteers on a rotating basis to work with our children during the Liturgy of the Word in our
Sunday worship. Simple, easy to use resources will be provided. Please consider this need and contact
Fr. Jack (jzamboni@juno.com, or 732-403-4188) to learn more.
The Altar Flowers are given this week by Hilary Cox and Suzannah Kokotajlo in thanksgiving for
birth of Kora Kokotajlo and in loving memory of Nicola Cox.
Birthdays this week: Kora Kokotajlo –01/24; Edith Peters, -- 01/27

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
PRELUDE

Der Tag, der ist so freudenreich, BWV 605

J. S. Bach

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED Hymnal 1982 616

The liturgy begins with
a congregational hymn
for the procession -a formal way of the
congregation gathering to
worship God together.
While processional
hymns were not used in
the earliest churches, the
practice flowered in the
early Middle Ages.
Processional music is
especially associated with
the English church and
can be found in the
Sarum Processional of
1502.
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Presider Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever
The Collect for Purity is a
preparatory prayer, asking
God to prepare us for
worship. It has been used
at the opening of the
Anglican Eucharist since
1549.

.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

HYMNAL 1982 S-278

The Gloria opens with
the angels' song of praise
to the shepherds at Jesus'
birth. The full text was
composed in the very early
centuries of the church
and has been in constant
use since then. It is
usually sung at the
beginning of the Eucharist
except in Advent and Lent.

The Collect of the Day
concludes the entrance rite
and introduces the Liturgy
of the Word. These
prayers are usually related
in a thematic way to the
Gospel or the observance
of the day.

The Collect of the Day
concludes the entrance rite
and introduces the
Liturgy of the Word.
These prayers are usually
related in a thematic way
to the Gospel or the
observance of the day.
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The Collect of the Day
collects the prayers
offered by the people in
the silence following
the Presider's
invitation to prayer.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider
Let us pray.
Silence for the People's prayers
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to
all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the
glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
The public reading of
scripture is a part of our
inheritance from our
Jewish ancestors in faith.
and the practice by the
early church is attested to
in the New Testament.
The Liturgy of the Word
includes a reading from
the Hebrew Scriptures,
a Psalm, an Epistle
(Letter), a Gospel lesson
and sermon. The
congregation responds to
the Word proclaimed
with the Nicene Creed,
Prayers of the People,
the Confession, the
Absolution, and the
Peace.

THE FIRST LESSON
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate.
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD
had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly,
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the
first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women
and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the
book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.
Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen,
Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from the law of
God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the
reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the
LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when they heard
the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for
this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”
Silence to hear the Word of God.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM ((19)
Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by half verse.
1
The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3
Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4

4
5

6

7

8
9
10
11
12
13

14

Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent.
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

THE SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians
Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If
the foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that
would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would say, "Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of
the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member,
where would the body be? As it is, there are many members, yet one body. The eye
cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, "I
have no need of you."
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On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater
honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body,
giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension
within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice
together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership,
various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts
Silence to hear the Word of God.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE SEQUENCE HYMN SPREAD, O SPREAD, THOU MIGHTY WORD

Hymnal 1982 530

All stand, as able, for
the reading of the
Gospel, which is
preceded and followed
by acclamations directed
to Christ. The Gospel
holds a place of honor
as the final reading. In
the Gospel procession,
the Word comes to the
people and is
proclaimed among the
people.

THE GOSPEL
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 4:14-21

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues
and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought
up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written:
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"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

The Rev. Jack Zamboni

THE NICENE CREED
The Nicene Creed is
the Church's
affirmation of faith,
dating from the
Council of Nicaea in
325 CE, expanded at
the Council of
Constantinople in
381. It proclaims the
belief of the universal
Church in the Triune
God and the
Incarnation and work
of Christ in the
redemption of the
world. It gives us the
lens through which we
interpret the story of
God’s actions in
Scripture.
We offer our common
petitions, intercessions,
and thanksgivings to
God.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Response
Hear us, we pray.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
A period of silence is kept.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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In the Absolution, we
hear God's promise of
forgiveness. Reconciled
with God and one
another, we share in the
Peace of Christ.

THE ABSOLUTION
THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY HYMN

GOD IS LOVE

The Holy Eucharist
recalls the Last Supper:
how “in the night in
which he was betrayed,”
Jesus took bread, gave
thanks, broke it and
gave it to his disciples.
But the Eucharist is not
only an act of
remembrance, but the
sacramental gift by which
Christ is truly present to
us now, and a foretaste of
the banquet of God's
Reign.
During the Offertory
Hymn, the people's gifts
of bread, wine, and
money are placed on the
Altar as the offering of
ourselves, our souls and
bodies, to God.

Presider

People

All things come of thee, O Lord;
And of thine own have we given thee.
8

Hymnal 1982 577

The Great Thanksgiving
(Eucharistic Prayer)
grew from Jewish meal
prayers like the one Jesus
likely used at the Last
Supper. "Eucharist" in
Greek means "Thanksgiving." We give thanks
for God's work in
creation, and in the life,
death and resurrection of
Christ. All affirm this
prayer in the Great
AMEN at the end.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Eucharistic Prayer B

Presider

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, because in the mystery of the Word made flesh,
you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in
the face of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus
Hymnal 1982 S-128

In the Sanctus we join
with saints and angels
and all of creation in a
song of praise and
thanksgiving to God.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in your creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send
your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with Francis, Clare and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer forms
the climax of our
participation in Christ’s
self-offering. Our
corporate recitation binds
us together at a focal
point in the celebration
and expresses our unity
with one another in
Christ.

The bread is broken in
order to for the Body of
Christ be shared. In the
breaking of the bread we
see a reminder of the
Lord’s body broken for
us, and a sign of our own
need to be broken open to
receive the life of Christ
and to share that life
with others.

The Prayer for Shared
Communion draws on
the practice of spiritual
communion for those
physically unable to
receive the Sacrament.
We ask that together
we may all share in
God's love in Christ.
The words of invitation
to Communion come
from St. Augustine, the
great 5th century
theologian and Bishop of
Hippo in North Africa.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Presider
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
A PRAYER FOR SHARED COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion,
you promised to be with us to the end of the age,
and you make us one with each other
in your Body, the Church.
We thank you for giving us yourself
in this Holy Sacrament,
the seal of your love that is stronger than death.
Grant, then, O Lord, that we all may receive you,
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes;
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life
that with all your people in every place,
we may praise and serve you
until we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.

Presider
People

Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.
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COMMUNION ANTHEM

I know the Lord’s laid his hands on me

Spiritual, arr. Dett

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN

Deacon

People

O CHRIST, THE WORD INCARNATE

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Improvisation on Munich
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Hymnal 1982 632

