ST. FRANCIS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH
St. Francis Episcopal Church is a diverse community accepting all.
We gather to worship God, grow in faith, and share in fellowship
We go out to serve Christ by serving others.

NEW Safety Expectations for On-site Worship
Face masks now recommended for vaccinated worshipers. The CDC is now recommending
masking in indoor public spaces in almost all counties in NJ, including Middlesex, because of
the high level of the most transmittable version of COVID to date, the BA 5 Omicron variant.
Therefore, the St. Francis RRR Task Force is now HIGHLY RECOMMENDING that those
attending on-site worship wear masks while in the building. However, wearing a mask is not a
requirement to attend on-site worship at present. Per Diocesan direction, fully vaccinated
people are those who have received the initial recommended doses of their vaccine and all
recommended booster when eligible.
Face masks are required for all unvaccinated people, for their own safety as well as that of
others. We will not be checking vaccination status, but trust that members of St. Francis will
follow this guidance on their honor.

Other Announcements
We welcome Alessandro Simoné as our organist today. Alessandro studied Classical Piano
Performance as the Manhattan School of Music where he developed an interest in historical
performance practice. He periodically contributed to public collaborations with jazz student
composer - instrumentalists. He has also studied organ with Michael Kaminsky. Following
conservatory studies, he joined several public school programs as teaching artist and
accompanist. Exploration of a path in accompanying ensued, through involvement with an
independent opera company based in Brooklyn, NY. His later work included teaching
engagements with Piano School of NYC, and contribution to piano master class seminars at
Mannes College of Music. As a Eurythmy Spring Valley staff pianist he has accompanied
movement classes as well as staging sessions in preparation for faculty performance. In
February 2022, Alessandro became Staff Accompanist with the Continuo Arts Foundation.
Food Collection for the Food Pantry at St. Paul’s, Edison, continues, Please drop off nonperishable food in the container outside the church doors. To contribute financially, send a
check with Food Pantry in memo line & on envelope to:
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran church
445 Old Post Road
Edison, NJ 08817
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary donations in memory of loved ones or in thanksgiving for God’s
blessing are welcome. Request donation for flowers is $40 and $15 for the candle. If you’d like
to reserve a date, please email Fr. Jack jzamboni@juno.com and Pam Maiolo
potato4931@yahoo.com

Celebrations this week:
Birthdays: Brayden Tirado - 08/07, Fletcher Hueston - 08/09, Brian Mayer - 08/10,
Rajini Kurian - 08/10 Kayla DeCandia - 08/12
Baptism Anniversary: Xavier McConney – 08/08;
Wedding Anniversary: Rajini & Benit Kurian – 08/07;
Heather Nunes & Fletcher Hueston 08/07

The Holy Eucharist
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: August 7th, 2022
PRELUDE

Prelude no. 12, BWV 857

J. S. Bach

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Fr

OPENING HYMN

THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE
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Presider
People

Presider
People

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit;
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
8:00 (said) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen
10:00

Sung to the tune of Joyful, joyful, we adore thee.

Glory be to God in heaven,
And to all God’s people, peace.
Heav’nly King, almighty Father,
May our worship never cease;
May our voices ever thank you,
Songs of blessing ever send,
May we always live to praise you,
For your glory without end.

Jesus, Son of God the Father,
Merciful beyond compare,
All our sin, by you forgiven;
Lamb of God, receive our prayer.
Jesus, you alone are holy,
Jesus, you alone are Lord,
With the Holy Spirit reigning,
And the Father—glorious God! 1

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Silence for the People’s prayers.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that
are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live
according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Metrical Gloria text by Alexander Crawford,
The Beauty of Holiness, used with permission.
1
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THE WORD OF GOD
Reader

THE FIRST LESSON
A Reading from the Book of Genesis

Genesis 15:1-6

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I

Reader
People

am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD,
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, and
so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of the LORD came to
him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your
descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as
righteousness.
Silence to hear the Word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM (33:12-22)
Please join in reading the Psalm responsively by half verse.

12

Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!

13

The LORD looks down from heaven, *
and beholds all the people in the world.

14

From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.

15

He fashions all the hearts of them *
and understands all their works.

16

There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.

17

The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
for all its strength it cannot save.

18

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him,*
on those who wait upon his love,

19

To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.

20

Our soul waits for the LORD; *
he is our help and our shield.

21

Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
for in his holy Name we put our trust.

22

Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.
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THE SECOND LESSON
Hebrews11:1-3, 8-16
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from
things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah
herself was barren-- because he considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born,
"as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he
has prepared a city for them.
Silence to hear the Word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE SEQUENCE HYMN

O GOD OF BETHEL
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THE GOSPEL
Deacon
People

Luke 12:32-40

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven,
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be
like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet,
so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them
so, blessed are those slaves. "But know this: if the owner of the house had known
at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken
into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected
hour."
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Rev. Jack Zamboni

THE NICENE CREED
ALL

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
People

Holy God, hear our prayer.

6

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Please knee as you are able. A Period of silence is kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
THE ABSOLUTION
Presider
People

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

7

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY HYMN

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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LEVAS 189

Presider
People

All things come of thee, O Lord;
And of thine own have we given thee.

Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Eucharistic Prayer C BCP page 369
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider
People

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
9
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Presider
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Presider

People
Presider

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to
you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

SANCTUS

Presider

Blue Hymnal (1982) S-125

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your
Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

ALL

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
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Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world
about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of
this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider
People
ALL

Presider
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
A PRAYER FOR SHARED COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, our constant companion,
you promised to be with us to the end of the age,
and you make us one with each other
in your Body, the Church.
We thank you for giving us yourself
in this Holy Sacrament,
the seal of your love that is stronger than death.
Grant, then, O Lord, that we all may receive you,
whether met at this table or dispersed in our homes;
and so strengthen the bonds of our common life
that with all your people in every place,
we may praise and serve you
until we come to the joys of your heavenly banquet.
We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.
Behold what you are.
May we become what we receive.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

Sinfonia no. 11 BWV 797

J. S. Bach

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Please stand as you are able.

Presider
ALL

Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST

Hymnal 1982 680

THE DISMISSAL

Deacon
People

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Fugue no. 1 BWV 846
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